Microvascular ear replantation with no vein anastomosis.
In replantation of a totally amputated ear, the artery only was repaired with no vein repair. Venous stasis was successfully prevented by daily skin punctures during the first 4 days postoperatively. The elastic cartilage framework with no internally circulating blood constitutes the major percentage of the auricle mass. Thus the metabolic demand of the ear is relatively small, according to its small caliber nutrient vessels. Although the successful result in this single case report means neither a consistent procedure nor uniformly safe choice of treatment, the potential use of the single-artery repair with no accompanying vein anastomosis in ear replantations, we believe, deserves to be considered.